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DISCLAIMER 

This report is not intended to be used or relied upon for any purpose other than the 

management of sea turtles on the West Coast of Ghana. 

 

The local fisherman, chop bar owners and managers, local villagersΣ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ bDhΩǎ ŀƴŘ 

business operators of the regions that were interviewed during the compilation of the 

report have not all had the opportunity for comment on this document and it is not 

intended to have any bearing on their individual or group rights, but merely to provide an 

overview of the management of Sea Turtles in the reporting zone.   

 

The information and views presented in the report reflect the best efforts of the author on 

behalf of the Nature Conservation Research Centre and Beyin Beach Resort. 

 

This report was prepared as an input to the scoping of the West Coast of Ghana sea turtle 

conservation effort.   

 

Information in this report may be produced in whole or in part subject to the inclusion of 

acknowledgement.  Photos within the report are those of the author unless stated 

otherwise and should be sited accordingly. 

 

Requests and inquiries concerning content within this report should be addressed to: 

 

Nature Conservation Research Centre  

P.O. Box KN 925 

Kanashie 

Ghana West Africa 

www.ncrc-ghana.org 

Email: info@ncrc-ghana.org 

 

Or 

 

Beyin Beach Resort 

P.O.Box 145 

Aiyinasi 

West Region 

Ghana 

Email: beyinbeachresort@yahoo.com  

http://www.ncrc-ghana.org/
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Photo 1: Local fishermen are finding it more 

difficult each year to catch fish close to the 

shore, so the pressure to take sea turtle for a 

subsistent living is greater than ever.  
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Summary  
The population of sea turtles on DƘŀƴŀΩǎ West Coast is without a doubt declining.  All 

coastal communities consistently reported observing less of all species of sea turtles now 

than ever before.  This was observed both in local fishing waters and on land where nesting 

occurs seasonally between the 

months of August to April.  

Only four of possibly six once 

present species were reported 

during the consultation period 

for this report.   The threats 

that have contributed to this 

decline, such as commercial 

ŦƭŜŜǘΩǎ by-catch and excessive 

local harvesting remain.   Also, 

there are now additional 

emerging threats such as 

increased potential pollutants 

from new oil extraction 

operations and ever expanding 

village populations and their 

refuse.  

 

However, there are still 

hundreds of reportings each 

year of sea turtles both on 

beaches and in fishing waters.  

An estimated 860 nesting events occur each season on the West Coast of Ghana (refer 

appendix 1), which would indicate population recovery is possible for at least the Olive 

Ridley, Green, Leatherback and perhaps the Hawksbill Sea Turtle.   

 

Also, attitudes are changing towards sea turtle conservation and progress has been 

achieved in recent years on the West Coast of Ghana.   However, until recently this was ΨŀŘ 

ƘƻŎΩ ŀƴŘ attributed to just a few dedicated individuals, and predominantly within the 

private sector.  For example, in August 2009 a Memorandum of Agreement was signed 

between a number of resorts and The Nature Conservation Research Centre to establish a 

coordinated monitoring program.  This program builds on the work both Green Turtle Lodge 

and Beyin Beach Resort, in conjunction with their local villages, have conducted over the 

past 2 years to monitor sea turtle populations and implement conservation programs.  

Results from these two resorts over the 2008/09 nesting season included recordings of 90 

nesting events along a six kilometre beach East of Akwida and over 4500 hatchlings 

successfully being released back into local waters at Beyin that otherwise would have been 

Photo by Nina Sarpong

 
Photo 2:  This Green Sea Turtle crawls back to sea after 

being bought from Beyin fisherman.  Not a long term 

conservation solution but as one resort owner commented, 

ά.ǳȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘǳǊǘƭŜǎ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ.  
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harvested as bush food.  (Refer Section ΨDǊŜŜƴ ¢ǳǊǘƭŜ [ƻŘƎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨBeyin Beach Resort Sea 

Turtles Conservation Program on page 22 and 24 respectively for further results).  

 

If the West Coast continues to act 

as a collective with local 

fisherman, businesses and 

communities working together it 

has the potential to make real 

improvements in turtle 

conservation, and sea turtle 

population recovery.  

 

Unfortunately, on the West Coast 

of Ghana, conservation efforts 

still remain in the early stages 

and adequate coordination, and 

knowledge of sea turtle ecology 

and conservation principles is a 

major constraint.   

 

This report ΨƳŀǇs ƻǳǘΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

efforts have been placed and 

highlights the continuing and 

emerging threats to sea turtles 

and their status.  This report also 

provides some background to the 

aspirations of fishing villages and their interest in sea turtle conservation.   

 

If the following Recommendations and Opportunities made within this report are adopted 

then the recovery of at least three sea turtle species, if not all the species that remain in 

DƘŀƴŀΩǎ West Coast waters, is a realistic vision.  

Recommendations  & Opportunities  

Planning and Coordination  

Planning is required that ensures resources and efforts are targeted, using local knowledge 

and partnerships, and focuses on the short and long term.  Coordination is required to 

ensure a strategic direction is properly planned and implemented and to assist in the 

transfer of knowledge, capacity and conservation principles. 

Photo by Nina Sarpong 

 
Photo 3: These Sea Turtle eggs are being relocated to a 
protected area hatchery, rather than eaten as bush 
food, because of the Beyin Beach Resort Conservation 
Program financial incentives. 
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Partnership Approach  

Partnership arrangements are required between land owners/managers, communities, 

private industries and governments.  This will lead to improved sharing of knowledge and 

experiences, a sense of ownership and ultimately value added outcomes.   

 

Additionally, if there is to be long-term gains, the prevention of further destruction of sea 

turtle populations and their habitat must be in partnership across regions and countries, 

because of sea turtles broad geographical 

movements. 

Commitment and Responsibility  

A long-term or permanent commitment 

from the whole community is essential for 

effective sea turtle conservation on the 

West Coast.  

 

An individual must understand the impacts 

of their actions on others and their 

environment.    This means a cultural shift 

in community actions such as the proper 

disposal of house hold refuse. 

Capacity Building  

Strengthening public awareness and 

understanding of declining sea turtle 

populations and the resulting impact on the 

ecosystems and livelihoods leads to an 

increased capacity and willingness of 

individuals to take action.  Utilising local knowledge and employing local villagers to identify 

species, protect eggs and collect associated data is essential in the short and longer term.  

Education activities that ensure the wider community is engaged in sea turtle conservation, 

including reporting of sightings, releasing sea turtles from nets, effects of pollution and local 

promotions are essential.   

Research 

Ghana must understand their sea turtles to ensure intelligent management decisions can be 

made (Van Meter, 2002).  Research must be prioritised.  Research into sea turtle ecology is 

significant on the world stage; however, this is not the case on the West Coast of Ghana. 

The work already undertaken by the Department of Oceanography and Fisheries, University 

of Ghana on the East Coast, and efforts from Beyin Beach Resort and Green Turtle Lodge 

must be built upon.  

 
Photo 4:  This sign board is used as a marker by 
Green Turtle Lodge to record nesting locations 
ŀƭƻƴƎ !ƪǿƛŘŀΩǎ .ŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴ 
of their legal responsibility. 
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Monitoring and Evaluation  

Regular monitoring and evaluation of sea turtle populations and conservation programs will 

lead to continual improvement to conservation practices. The current trend not to 

adequately monitoring and evaluation sea turtle conservation programs in Ghana must be 

reversed. 

 

While monitoring and evaluation are intrinsic at the local scale, there must be improved 

national assessment of sea turtle population and conservation activities, particularly with 

regard to the impact of fishing by commercial fleets and industrial pollutants.  

Enforcement  

An enforcement measure under a legal framework is a very useful tool to ensure that 

individuals fulfil their responsibilities to the broader community.  Therefore, it is fortunate 

that all sea turtle species remain protected by the Ghana Wildlife Regulations Act of 1974 

which lists sea turtles as an endangered species that must not be killed (Smith-Asante, E., 

2002).  Unfortunately enforcement of the Act remains a major challenge.  Therefore, there 

must be agreement on consistent enforcement measures both at local and national levels. 

Introduction  

Aim  

The aim of this background report is to provide information and context for future planning 

and coordination in relation to the Ghana West Coast Sea Turtles conservation effort. 

Objectives   

The objectives used to achieve the aim of this background report were to:  

¶ Document sea turtle status and current progress towards sea turtle conservation on 

the West Coast of Ghana,  

¶ Briefly document  coastal villages cultural, social, economic and environmental 

aspirations, 

¶ Provide the above information to all stakeholders through an easily readable and 

understandable report, and 

¶ Recommend ways to move forward from what is known now to practical action on 

the ground for the future. 

Consultation  

It is the intention of the author that this report represents the collective knowledge of 

individuals from community, government and industry representatives across the West 

Coast of Ghana.  Data for this study was obtained through indepth interviews, informal 

discussions and observations.  In addition, this report utilised literature produced by 

individuals and organisation from West Africa and further abroad. 
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All effort has been made to consult with key knowledge representatives and to a depth 

where trends could be accounted.  Unfortunately there is much web based literature that 

makes statements of fact based on one individual observation.  This report endeavours not 

to repeat this trend.  

 

The author acknowledges that good translation and representation of issues rely more often 

than not on long-term familiarity with communities, a good understanding of community 

dynamics and a great degree of trust.  To overcome some of these challenges in the 

consultation process, capable local community members in each village, that were more 

often than not employed at local businesses, were utilised as interpreters and consultants to 

meet these challenges primarily when interviewing local fisherman. 

 

Two groups were consulted: primary and secondary (Refer Figure 1: Consultation Groups).  

The primary consultation group was widely questioned due to the individuals having, for the 

most part, recent and direct experiences that would lend to gathering the most up to date 

information.  The secondary consultation group, which mostly consisted of Government and 

Non Government Organisations, was consulted on varying levels from senior employees to 

volunteers and students, mainly to clarify past and present conservation efforts.  Due to 

time constraints it was inevitable that not all relevant individuals were consulted.  

Therefore, it is the intention of the author that this report informs these individuals and 

encourages them to seek out participation in further discussions and planning. 

 

 

 
Figure 1: Consultation Groups 

ωFisherman and their families

ωFish mongers 

ωChop bar owners & managers

ωResorts, lodges, other business operators owners, managers and staff

ωCivil village members

Primary Consultation Group

ωDepartment of Oceanography and Fisheries, University of Ghana 

ωGhana Wildlife Society

ωSNV Netherlands Development Organisation

ωGhana Wildlife Division

ωEnvironmental Protection Agency

Secondary Consultation Group
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The consultation groups were questioned on the following themes, as relevant to each 

individual:   

¶ Sea turtle species and numbers observed in the last 12 months and on which beach 

or fishing areas, 

¶ Estimates of decline of sea turtles in recent years, 

¶ Deliberate or opportunistic effort to catch or buy sea turtles, 

¶ The value of sea turtles (both to buy or sell), 

¶ The consuming of sea turtles or their eggs and why, 

¶ Concerns for the sea turtle population and why, 

¶ Solution to the problem, 

¶ Resources required, and 

¶ Past and present conservation efforts. 

Reporting Area and Timeframes  

The reporting area covered DƘŀƴŀΩǎ ²Ŝǎǘ /oast between and inclusive of the fishing villages 

of Butre and Half Assini (Refer Figure 2:  Reporting Area).  The reporting area encompasses 

over 120km of coast that ranges from flat to steep sandy beaches and rugged rocky shores.   

  

Photo by Pam Doak 

 
Photo 5: This nesting Olive Ridley was discovered at 02:00 hours 
on the 23rd September 2009 on Beyin Beach during a nightly 
beach walk, as part of Beyin Beach Resorts monitoring program. 
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Map supplied by Ghana Survey Mapping Department. 

 

Figure 2:  Reporting Area  

Background  
A brief summary on west coast fishing ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ aspirations is necessary to add context to the 

status of sea turtle populations on the West Coast of Ghana and the recommendations & 

opportunities identified in this background report.  Obviously a greater level of consultation 

is required to build a clearer and more comprehensive understanding of the aspirations of 

fishing communities. 

Economy 

There is a broad spectrum of economic aspirations both in type and intensity on the West 

Coast of Ghana ranging from subsistent fishing to large scale commercial operations.  It is 

clear that the aspirations for financial wealth from local fishermen affect the balance to 

sustainably harvest fish stocks.   

 

In general, local fishermen gain little from the commercial use of the West Coast and there 

has been little opportunity for them to be a part of revenue generated from value added 

sales.  This is reflected in an article published by the Ghanaian Daily Graphic News Paper on 

July 18, 2009 Page 16, that stated ΨGhana is increasing its import of fish because of poorly 

packaged locally caught fishΩ.  Without appropriate support, local fisherman struggle to 

meet modern consumer packaging standards. 
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Fishing communities, as a whole, reported fish stocks were depleting whilst increasing 

community populations resulted in fewer fish per capita.  It was commonly reported that 

species such as lobster and swordfish, were observed to be noticeable smaller both in 

individual size and quantity every year.  Most agree the influence of expanding fishing 

village populations has added to decreasing fish catches.  The flow on effect to other 

businesses from decreasing catches was evident.  One comment, that represented many 

similar, was from a young Axim village man ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘΣ άBoth my motherΩs business as a baker 

and my fatherΩs as a tailor had poor business this year because of poor fish catchesέ. 

 

The decreasing catch means, where once sea turtle was released or not pursued in 

preference to more flavoursome or commercial species it is now utilised as essential food or 

cash flow for fishing communities. 

 

The challenge for sea turtle conservation is providing cash flow from more sustainable 

practices.  Tourism, without doubt, has potential to meet this challenge for most 

communities.  Tourism is well utilised in Ghana for land based conservation and livelihood 

outcomes but is still in its infancy for conservation of marine fauna and flora.  As with land 

based tourism ensuring local ownership and administration of the tourism activities is not 

easy.   

 

In addition, there is a clear need to support subsistence living.  Coastal communities that 

require sea resources to have a subsistent living, should be able to do so in a non-

competitive setting.  Depleting fish stocks threaten this lifestyle.   

Social 

Social aspirations within fishing communities are complex and require significant more 

study than this report afforded.  The strength of traditional social structure such as the 

influence of a village chief is varied between villages; however, in general it remains the 

most important social construct.  There are obviously multitudes of other community 

dynamics at play which need to be taken into consideration for any conservation effort. 
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Planning and establishing sea turtle conservation and livelihood programs on the west coast 

in the short term will require building relationships with village chiefs but utilising the 

capacity of indentified individuals in each of the coastal communities. 

Conservation  

Local fishing communities have significant conservation aspirations.  It is often 

misinterpreted that local fisherman are not concerned with the destruction of species, 

including the mismanagement of by-catch, rubbish and other pollutants.  However, for local 

fishing communities the physical connection to and interaction with the natural 

environment is very real and most are concerned but unable to identify the impacts or 

solutions.  For example, few fishermen know that the Leatherback sea turtles feed upon 

jelly fish and this food chain link influences brood fish numbers that jelly fish consume which 

in turn determines fish numbers that feed their coastal villages on the West Coast of Ghana.  

Therefore, discounting local village fisherman as active conservationist in a management 

scenario is wrong.  Most fishermen, if further consulted and offered culturally relevant 

information, will contribute to ongoing conservation.   

 

It was apparent that most conservation entities (NGOs, government and private business), 

both formal and informal are too focussed on the implementation of activities under their 

 
Photo 6:  Turtle meat provides a commercial opportunity for some families.  There must be 
alternate commercial gains if the practice is to be halted, rather than driven underground. 



Sea Turtle Conservation on the West Coast of Ghana 
 

A Background Report  Page 15 

own particular agenda and do not yet understand the aspirations of fishing villages and 

therefore the strategic planning for long term outcomes. 

 

A significant challenge is to match international and local donor gaols with local fishing 

ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊΩǎ environmental, economic and cultural aspirations. 

Threats  
The threats to sea turtle populations along the West Coast of Ghana are many and all must 

be addressed for real sea turtle conservation outcomes. 

 

Some activities singularly threaten sea turtle populations and may be addressed 

immediately.  For example, the unsustainable harvesting of sea turtle eggs along beaches.   

Others require longer term planning and have broader impacts such as a better regulated 

commercial fishing industry to ensure healthy marine systems. 

 

The following threats to DƘŀƴŀΩǎ ²est Coast sea turtle populations are not all inclusive but 

rather those most obvious to the author through the consultation process.  Further 

collective planning is required to draw out additional threats so they too can be addressed. 

Unsustainable harvest o f Sea Turtles and their eggs  

The harvest of sea turtles and their eggs is at an unsustainable level.  The taking of sea 

turtles and their eggs for human consumption was once only opportunistic and at the 

discretion of an 

individual fishermanΩǎ 

taste for the meat and 

eggs.  Now with 

depleting fish stocks 

per capita there is a 

greater effort to 

deliberately harvest 

sea turtles both at sea 

and on beaches.  In 

addition, sea turtle 

caught 

opportunistically are 

now rarely released 

but instead kept out 

of necessity 

 

An additional factor 

driving sea turtle 

Photo by Piet Schermerhorn 

 
Photo 7:  This Leatherback was prepared for human consumption on 
the eastern end of Busua Beach in December 2008.  The fisherman 
knowing it to be illegal had less chance of being discovered by 
Ghanaian Authority or foreign tourists on this more isolated section 
of beach. 
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harvest is the emergence of a supply and demand effect that is driving the price of sea turtle 

meat upward.  In the larger fishing villages where demand for meat is greater a mature 

Olive Ridley can be sold for 30 to 60 Ghana Cedi.  In the smaller villages where demand is 

less the same turtle sells for 5 to 20 Ghana Cedi. 

 

It appears there is little market demand for sea turtle eggs.  Most harvested eggs are 

consumed by the ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ family.  This allows the likes of Beyin Beach Resort 

Conservation Program to purchase sea turtle eggs at 0.03 Ghana Cedi each and this ensures 

local fisherman make the effort to brings clutches of fresh sea turtle eggs to the resort 

hatchery1.   

Unsustainable  harvest of fish stocks and improper management of by -catch 

The harvest of fish stocks is being undertaken at an unsustainable level and this is a serious 

threat to sea turtle populations. 

 

Many of the traditional European fishing waters have been fished out, therefore commercial 

fleets are now overexploiting waters off the coast of West Africa.  Now off the coast of 

Ghana, poorly regulated fleets, both local and foreign, are significantly impacting on the 

productive waters of the continental shelf which is depriving subsistent fisherman of their 

main source of protein (National Geographic 2007).  This also has an obvious effect on the 

marine food chains.   

 

In addition to DƘŀƴŀΩǎ harvest of desirable fish for international markets,  undesirable 

species such as the sea turtle are still being caught as by-catch.  Often, they are 

inadvertently killed or stressed or critically injured, and die soon after being released.  This 

was reported several times about commercial fishing boats operating out of the Tema 

Fishing Harbour. 

Loss of habitat s 

Improper trawling techniques are destroying sea turtle feeding grounds and coastal 

development is making nesting beaches unsuitable. 

 

If sea turtles are to be conserved aƭƻƴƎ DƘŀƴŀΩǎ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƻŀǎǘΣ ŀƭƭ five different habitat types 

that Sea turtles use at different stages of their lives must be managed. These are: the natal 

beach; mating areas; inter-nesting habitat; feeding areas; and pelagic waters (Environment 

Australia, 2003).  However, the scope of this report primarily addresses the habitat area that 

includes natal beach and localised waters and that they should be managed to minimise 

human influences.  

 

                                                      
1
 ¢ƘŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŀ ǘǳǊǘƭŜ ŜƎƎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƘŀǘŎƘŜǊȅΩǎ Ƴǳǎǘ 

be acknowledged and managed accordingly. 
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Sea turtles move into Ghanaian West Coast water to mate and prepare for nesting primarily 

between the months of August and April, with a peak in activity during October, November 

and December.  Even though all four sea turtle species currently observed in water off the 

West Coast of Ghana have different dietary habits all rely on the local feeding grounds to 

sustain them during the nesting 

period. 

 

The choice of landscapes for 

coastal development is also the 

choice of landscape for nesting 

sea turtles who prefer calm 

waters and sandy beaches.  

Some development, such as 

found at Busua, has literally built 

on the forward most sand dunes 

where sea turtles would have 

nested and buried their eggs.  

Less obvious but just as 

threatening has been the 

removal of coastal habitat that 

has increased the instability of 

beaches that are now more 

vulnerable to erosion. 

 

Large lights that illuminate the 

beaches for the comfort of 

tourists deter sea turtles from nesting, as does general walking traffic along beaches in the 

late evening when sea turtles are most likely to come ashore. 

Deteriorating water quality  and increased sea debris  

Reports of oil based pollutants such as coal tar and engine fuel were frequent during the 

consultation period.  These pollutants could originate from recent test extractions at oil 

deposits only 70 km off the west coast of Ghana but are more likely spills from local and 

commercial fishing vessels or the flushing of cargo ship bilge tanks.  Oil based pollutants 

washed to sea from land based industry such as mechanic shops and farm productions 

continue to be a threat. 

 
Photo 8:  Most sea turtles prefer to nest near where the 

vegetation line meets the first sand dune.  Lights, noise and 

physical obstacles that are usually associated with West Coast 

development prevent nesting in this area.  Beyin Beach Resort 

built behind the first dune and use dull lights that are turned 

off after midnight.  This means sea turtles have continued to 

nest directly in front of their resort. 
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Some villagers reported increased water turbidity that they believe originated from 

upstream farming practices.  

Nutrient loading in estuaries from 

poor farming practices also 

accounted to large colour plumes 

washed into local waters after 

heavy rain events.  This included 

contaminations from Cote DΩƛǾoire. 

 

Furthermore, there are always the 

potential threats from shipping 

incidents and commencement of 

activities for oil extraction. 

 

There is the obvious contamination 

of plastic bags and other 

household and industrial rubbish.  

The Leatherback is well 

documented as being killed by the 

digesting of plastic bags mistakenly 

eaten for jelly fish (SWOT, 2007).  

In addition there are threats of 

entanglement from discarded 

fishing nets and lines.  This last threat was report by an Axim Village fish monger where a 

discarded net from a commercial fishing vessel was found drifting with six turtles entangled 

within it.  

Sea Turtles Status on the West Coast of Ghana 
The West Coast of Ghana could host, either all year round or at least the migration of 

possible six of the seven sea turtles of the world (refer Table 1:  Sea turtle species and 

likelihood of being observed on west coast of Ghana).  However, only four species of sea 

turtles were reportedly observed along the west coast of Ghana during consultation for this 

report.  The most common species observed in recent years is the Olive Ridley.  The Green 

and Leatherback sea turtle is still reported along the West Coast of Ghana and are observed 

every nesting season, however, there low numbers place them at significant risk of 

becoming extinct from local waters. 

 

 

 
Photo 9:  A study of sea debris at Beyin in July 2009 

showed both plastic bags and discarded fishing nets to 

be the greatest contaminants on local beaches, with 

most of the plastics from land based sources.  Discarded 

fishing net and plastic bags kill sea turtles through 

entanglement or ingestions; the Leatherback mistaking 

plastic bags to be jellyfish, their favourite food. 
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Table 1:  Sea turtle species and likelihood of being observed on west coast of Ghana 

Common Name Genus Possibility of being Observed 

Olive Ridley Turtle Lepidochelys olivacea Most common 

Green Turtle Chelonia mydas Common 

Leatherback Turtle Dermochelys coriacea Common 

Hawksbill Turtle Eretmochelys imbricate Rarely 

Loggerhead Turtle Caretta caretta Not in recent years 

Kemps Ridley Turtle Lepidochelys kempii Yet to be recorded 

 

During the consultation for this report the first positive observation in recent years was 

recorded of the Hawksbill Turtle (Refer Photo 10).  The Logger Head which was once present 

along the coast of Ghana and have recently been recorded in neighbouring waters such as 

Sierra Leone have not been recorded for some time in Ghanaian waters.  Edward Aruna of 

the Sierra Leone Conservation Society who has conducted monitoring programs across West 

Africa believes the Kemps Ridley Turtle may also exist in the waters of West Africa but is yet 

to be observed because of the difficulty in distinguishing it from other species.  The ability to 

distinguish between all sea turtle species apart from the Leatherback was evident during the 

consultation of this report.  A species identification chart, attached as Appendix 3, was 

utilised to clarify species.  

 

All Sea turtle species in Ghanaian waters remain protected by the Ghana Wildlife 

Regulations Act of 1974 which declares that they and their eggs must not be killed. 

 

Lǘ ƛǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ плл ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǘǳǊǘƭŜǎ ƴŜǎǘ ƻƴ DƘŀƴŀΩǎ ǿŜǎǘ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ όRefer to 

Appendix 1).  The largest numbers of nesting events appear to occur between the villages of 

Akwida and Axim, encompassing the village of Cape Three Points.  The coast is sparsely 

populated east of Axim and pocketed with protected bays that have sandy beaches suitable 

for nesting.  In addition, the feeding grounds within this localised area appear most 

conducive to sustain populations during mating and between nesting events.  However, 

there is also significant nesting activity near Beyin and this may extend to Half Assini. 

 

Even though both Beyin Beach Resort and Green Turtle Lodge at Akwida have considerable 

data sets, unfortunately a reliable estimate of the status of Sea Turtles along the West Coast 

is difficult to make.  For example, most local fishermen will describe the variation between 

Olive Ridley sea turtle and Green sea turtles as the different shades of yellow of the 

rostrum.  It is possible at times to use this as a method to identify species but it is not 

reliable.  Another challenge is the reliability in fisherman estimating actual numbers caught 

or sighted each year. 
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To date, broader national research has tended to focus on mainstream fishing industry 

issues and priorities within the commercial domain.  Although local fishing techniques and 

species caught have also been the subjects of 

research. A significant shift is observed with 

the University of Ghana where there is now 

specific research conducted on sea turtle 

conservation within a fishing industry context. 

West Coast Conservation Programs, 

Past and Present 
Prior to 2003 the Ghana Wildlife Society (GWS) 

and the Ghana Wildlife Division on the West 

Coast were involved in a number of 

conservation actions including: identifying 

significant sea turtle habitats, monitoring, 

education, enforcement of legislation, and 

financial incentives for villagers (Formia., A. et. 

al 2003).  Although this work has obviously 

raised awareness to the legislative status of 

sea turtles (all local fishing communities were 

aware it is illegal to harvest sea turtle), this 

appears to have had little impact on actions on 

a regional scale.  Most fishing boats now 

slaughter the turtle at sea rather than on land 

where they risk being caught by an authority.    

 

A social survey was conducted by the GWS 

prior to 2004 which found the level of 

education of individuals influenced actions 

towards marine turtles (Owusu et.al., 2004).  

Education and awareness raising continues to 

be a strong component of the Ghana Wildlife 

Society activities, particularly within the 

Amansuri Conservation Area encompassing 

Beyin. 

 

In 2004 IUCN ς France investigated the use of sea turtles as a flagship species for 

environmental outcomes alongside livelihood development programs in West Africa.  This 

investigation supported fisherman to identify with a living turtle to be worth more in the 

Photo by Claus Egger 

 
Photo 10:  This Hawksbill Turtle was caught 
by Axim Fisherman and later released by the 
Ankobra Beach Resort on the 8th August 
2009.  It was the first positive recording of 
this species in Ghanaian waters in recent 
years. 
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long term than a dead one for both financial returns and sustainable environmental 

outcomes (Fretey, 2004). 

 

In 2006, SNV (Netherlands Development Organisation) encouraged West Coast resorts to 

adopt sea turtle conservation practices through facilitation of partnerships and awareness 

raising activities.  It was obvious during the consultation for this report that this effort had 

increased resorts knowledge of sea turtles and perhaps had encouraged some resorts to 

take action.  SNV continues to work in partnership with the GWS to encourage sea turtle 

conservation. 

 

Today the tourist industry 

through resorts such as 

Green Turtle Lodge and 

Beyin Beach Resort  are 

the active entity in the 

implementation of 

conservation programs.  

Other resorts such as 

Axim Beach Resort and 

Ankobra Beach Resort are 

getting more involved.  

They recently signed a 

Memorandum of 

Agreement to collect sea 

turtle data for the 

2009/10 nesting season.  

Almost all the resorts on 

the west coast support 

sea turtle conservation 

projects by various means 

ranging from planned ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ΨƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǎǘƛŎ ōǳȅ ōŀŎƪ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎΩΦ  

Some resorts are offering nightly walks to observe nesting turtles, the payment for this goes 

into local sea turtle conservation funds for a range of activities including employing locals to 

conduct guided walks and collect data (Briggs, 2007).  Community environmental programs 

also exist.  For example the Black Star Surf supported the establishment of the Ahanta 

Environmental Club and one of their goals is to start a sea turtle preservation program to 

protect and increase the number of sea turtles that nest at Busua Beach.  However, all these 

efforts remain ad hoc and subsequently current efforts do not appear to be changing long 

standing practices and beliefs at a regional level and subsequently there has been little 

behavioural change and no measureable sea turtle population increase. 

 

Photo by Nina Sarpong 

 
Photo 11: Tourists bring financial resources to the West Coast 
fishing villages in expectation of an interactive experience with 
sea turtles. 
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On the East Coast of Ghana, especially at Ada Foah, sea turtles conservation has been 

guided by a greater research focus. Through the collective efforts of the University of 

Ghana, Ghana Wildlife Division and their Partners, there is increased understanding of the 

threats that effect the survival of sea turtles locally.  Also a notable contributor to sea turtle 

conservation in Ghana is an American registered NGO titled HATCH2, which under the 

guidance of the University of Ghana assist with research and education on the East Coast.  

 

Other East Coast hotels are also involved such as the Teshie Hotel who helped establish the 

Sun & Moon Turtle Foundation (Paine, 2009).  Unfortunately these programs, as with the 

West Coast, appear to operate with little regional coordination and strategic long term 

planning. 

Green Turtle Lodge Sea Turtle Conservation Program   

Owned and operated by Tom and Jo Miles, Green Turtle Lodge is situated next to the village 

of Akwida, about ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΩǎ drive west of Takoradi. 

 

Green Turtle Lodge is arguably the first private business on the West Coast of Ghana to work 

collaboratively with local community to implement community identified actions towards 

sea turtle conservation on the West Coast.  The community development approach adopted 

by Green Turtle Lodge has enabled them to embed conservation principles in line with 

community needs and priorities.  Green Turtle Lodge use tourist collected fees to employ 

Task Force Members.  These Task Force Members are responsible for conducting guided 

walks and collecting nesting data.  Green Turtle Lodge also facilitate a two hour education 

event every week with 60 local students.  This is so popular that students have to spend 

time on a waiting list to participate. 

 

They have established the program in conjunction with the local village Chief, including 

creating a community managed environmental fund and ensuring the enforcement of a 

local declaration that no turtle be harvested.  The flow on effects of these initiatives 

including the training programs for the Task Force Members could be seen in the 

neighbouring villages during the consultation of this report. 

 

Their monitoring program covers a six kilometre stretch of sandy beach directly east of 

Akwida. 

  

                                                      
2
 Hlami Association for Turtle Conservation and Hope (HATCH)  
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Map supplied by Google ς Imagery 2009 

 
Figure 3:  Green Turtle Lodge Sea Turtle Conservation Program Area 

 

For the 2008/09 nesting season 90 nesting events occurred on the six kilometres monitoring 

site with Olive Ridley being identified as the most common species.  Only six Green Turtle 

and four Leatherback Turtles were recorded for the season compared to 80 Olive Ridley 

Turtles. 

 

Table 2:  Results of Green Turtle Lodge Species Sea Turtle Monitoring Program 

Sea Turtle Number of Nesting Events  
Sep 08 to March 09 

Green Turtle 6 

Leatherback Turtle 4 

Olive Ridley Turtle 80 

Total 90 

 

The frequency of nesting events was highest during the months of October and November, 

which is consistent with local observations along the West Coast. 

 

« Dixcove  

« Cape Three Points 
Sea Turtle 

Conservation Area  

 Akwida­ 




