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DISCLAIMER
Thisreport is not intended to be used orelied upon for any purpose other thathe
management okeaturtles on the WesCoast of Ghana

Thelocal fisherman chop bar owners and managetscal vilagers | 3Sy OA Sa s
business operator®f the regionsthat were interviewed during the compilation of the
report have notall had the opportunity forcomment on thisdocument and it is not
intended to have any bearing on thendividual or group rights, but merelp provide an
overview of the management @eaTurtlesin the reporting zone

The information and views presented the report reflect the best effortof the author on
behalf of he Nature Conservation Research Centre and Beyin Beach Resort

This report was prepared a8 input to the scoping of th#Vest Coast of Gharsea turtle
conservation effort.

Information in this report may beroduced in whte or in part subjecto the inclusion of
acknowledgement Photos within the report are those of the author unless stated
otherwiseand should be sited accordingly

Requests and inquiries concerning content within this report should be addressed to:

Nature Conservation Research Centre
P.O. Box KN 925

Kanashie

Ghana West Africa
www.ncrcghana.org
Emailiinfo@ncreghana.org

Or

Beyin Beach Resort

P.O.Box 145

Alyinasi

West Region

Ghana
Email:beyinbeachresort@yahoo.com
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P 11 Yl :
Photo 1: Local fishermen are finding it more
difficult each year to catch fish close to the
shore, so the pressure to take sea turtle for a
subsistent living is greater than ever.
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Summary

The population of sea turtles oB K | yWeQt&oast is without a doubtdeclining All
coastal communities consistently reported observing lesallbgpecies okea turtlesnow
than everbefore. This was observdmbth in localfishing waters and okand where nesting

occurs seasonallpetween the

months of August to April
Only four of possibly sixonce

present specieswere reported

during the consultationperiod

for this report  The threats

that have contributed to this
decline, such as commeati
Tt S Byic&ch and excessive
local harvesting remain Also,

there are now additional
emerging threats such a¢
increased potential pollutants

from new oil extraction

operations andever expanding
village populationsand their

refuse

However there are sitill
hundreds of reportings eacl
year of sea turtles both on
beachesand in fishing waters

Photo by Nina Sarpong

Photo 2: This Green Sea Turtle crawls back to sea after
being bought from Beyin fisherman. Not a long term
conservation solution but as one resort owner commented,

a. dze Ay 3 I YR NEBfSIFaay3 0 dzNJi €
NEflGA2yaKALIA 6AGK 2.dzNJ f 201 €

An estimated 860 nesting eventsccur each seasoron the West Coast of Ghangrefer
appendix 1),which would indicate population recovery is possibléor at least the Olive
Ridley, Green, Leatherback and perhaps the KaillkSea Turtle

Also, attitudes are changingowards sea turtle conservatiorand progress has been
achieved irrecent yearson the West Coast of GhanaHowever,until recentlythiswasW | R
K 2 OQ attribitRd to just a few dedicated individualsand predominantly within the

private sector.

For examplejn August 2009 a Memorandum of Agreement was signed

between a number ofesorts and The Nature Conservation Research Centretablesth a
coordinated monitoring program. Thisogrambuildson the workboth Green Turtle Lodge
and Beyin Beach Resogrin conjunction withtheir local villageshave conduced over the
past 2 years tomonitor sea turtle populations and implemergonservation progrars.
Results from thsetwo resortsover the 2008/09 nesting seasoimcludedrecordings of 90
nesting events along aix kilometre beach East oAkwida and over 4500 hatchlings
successfully being released back into local waserBeyinthat otherwise would have len
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harvested as bush food. (Refer Sectiéid NE Sy ¢ dzNJi‘BeginBpazhRReBeal y R
TurtlesConservation Programn page22 and 24 respectivelyfor further results).

If the West Coastcontinuesto act

as a collective with local

fisherman, businesses and

communities working togetheit

has the potential to make real
improvements in turtle
conservation, and sea turtle
population recovery

Unfortunately, on the West Coast

of Ghana conservation efforts

still remain in the early stages
and alequate coordination, and
knowledge of sea turtle ecolog)
and conservation principles ia

major constraint

This report WY b 2dzi Q ¢
efforts have been placed and
highlights the continuing and
emerging hreats to sea turtles
and their status This report also
provides some background tbe

Photo by Ning&arpong
S0

Photo 3: These Sedurtle eggs arédeingrelocated toa
protected area hatchery, rather than eaten as bush
food, because of the Beyin Beach Resort Conservation
Program financial incentives

aspirationsof fishing villages antheir interestin sea turtle conservatian

If the following Recommendations and Opportunities made within this report are aedpt
then the recovery of at least thresea turtle species if not all the speciesthat remain in
D K I yWe$§l @ast watersis a realistic vision

Recommendations & Opportunities

Planning and Coordination

Planning is required that ensures resources affdrts are targetedusinglocal knowledge
and partnershipsand focuses on the short antbng term Coordination is required to
ensure a strategic direction is properly planned antplemented and toassist in the
transfer of knowledggecapacityand corservation principls.
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Partnership Approach

Partnership arrangementsare required between land owners/managers, communities,
private industries and governments This willlead toimproved sharing of knowledge and
experiencesa senseof ownership and ultirately value addedutcomes.

Additionally,if there is to be longerm gains,the prevention of further destruction adea
turtle populationsand their habitatmust bein partnershipacrossregions ad countries

because of sea turtlebroad geographical
movements.

Commitment and Responsibility

A longterm or permanent commitment
from the whole community is essential fo
effective sea turtle conservationon the
West Coast

An individual mustunderstandthe impacts
of their actions on others and their
environment Thismeans acultural shift
in community actions such as theroper
disposal ohouse holdefuse

Capacity Building

Strengthening  public awareness an
understanding of decliningsea urtle
populations and the resulting impact on th
ecosystems and livelihoods leads to ¢
increased capaty and willingness of

Photo 4: This sign board is used as a marker by
Green Turtle Lodge to record nesting locations

Ff2y3 1 {9ARI Q&
of their legal responsibility

. S OKSa

individuals to take actionUtilisinglocal knowledge and emplayg local villagers to identify
speciesprotect eggs and collect associated dasaessentialn the shortand longerterm.

Education activities thagénsurethe wider community is engaged geaturtle conservation,
including reporting of sightings, releasisga urtles from nets effects of pollutiorand local

promotionsare essential

Research

Ghana must nderstand ther sea turtlesto ensure intelligenmanagement decisions can be
made (Van Meter, 2002)Researchmust beprioritised. Research int@ea urtle ecology is
significant on the world stage; howevehis is not the case on thé/est Coast of Ghana.
The work already undertaken by tli¥epartmentof Oceanography and Fisheries, University
of Ghanaon the East Coasgnd efforts from Beyin Beach Resort and Green Turtle Lodge

must be built upon.
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Monitoring and Evaluation

Regular monitoring anevaluationof sea turtlepopulations ancconservation pograms will
lead to continual improvement toconservation practices. The current trend not to
adequatelymonitoring and evaluatiorsea turtle conservation programs in Ghana must be
reversed

While monitoring and evaluation are intrinsat the local scalethere must be improved
national assessment ofea urtle populationand conservation activitiegparticularly with
regard tothe impact of fishing bgommerciafleetsand industrial pollutants

Enforcement

An enforcement measure under a legal framewdska very useful tool to ensur¢hat
individuals fulfiltheir responsibilitiesto the broader community Therefore, it is fortunate
that all seaturtle species remain protected by the Ghawaldlife Regulations Act of 1974
which listsseaturtles as an adangered specithat must not be killedSmithrAsante, E
2002). Unfortunately enforcement of the Act remaimsmajor challenge.Therefore, here
mustbe agreement on consistergnforcementmeasuredoth atlocaland nationalevek.

Introduction

Aim
The aim of thidackgroundreport is to provideinformation andcontext forfuture planning
and coordinationn relation to theGhana West Coast Sea Turtles conservation effort

Objectives
Theobjectives used to achieve the aim of this background repeite to:
1 Document sea turtle status and current progress towards sea turtle conservation on
the West Goastof Ghana
1 Briefly document coastal villagescultural, social,economic and environmental
aspirations
1 Provide the aboveinformation to all stakehdders through an easilyeadableand
understandablereport, and
1 Recommend ways tanove forward from what is knowmow to practical actionon
the groundfor the future.

Consultation

It is the intention of theauthor that this report represents the collectie knowledgeof
individualsfrom community, government and industry representatives acrtes West
Coast ofGhana Data for this study was obtained through indepth interviews, informal
discussions and observationsin addition, this report utilised literature produced by
individuals and organisatidinom West Africa and further abroad
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All effort has been made to consult with key knowledge representatives and to a depth
where trends could be accountedUnfortunately there is muchveb based literature that
makesstatements of fact based on one individual observation. This report endeavours not
to repeat this trend

Theauthor acknowledgesghat good translation and representation of issues rely more often
than not on longterm familiarity with communities, a good understanding of community
dynamics and a great degree of trusfTo overcome some of these challengesthe
consultation process, capable local community members in each village, that were more
often than not employed &local businesses, were utilised as interpreters and consultants
meet these challenges primarily when interviewing local fisherman

Two groupswere consulted primary andsecondary (RefeFigurel: Consultation Groups

The primaryconsultationgroup was widelguestioneddue to the individuals having, for the
most part, recent and direct experiences that would lend to gathering the most up to date
information. The secondagonsultationgroup, which mostly consied of Government ah

Non Government Organisatispwas consulted on varying levels from senior employees to
volunteers and studentsmainly to clarify past and present conservation effortBue to
time constraints it was inevitable that not all relevant individuals were consulted.
Therefore, it is the intention of thauthor that this report informs these individualnd
encourageshem to seek out participation ifurther discussions anglanning

== Primary Consultation Group

wFisherman and their families

wFish mongers

wChop bar owners & managers

wResorts, lodges, other business operators owners, managers and staff
wCivil village members

=l Secondary Consultation Group

wDepartment of Oceanography and Fisheries, University of Ghana
wGhana Wildlife Society

wSNV Netherlands Development Organisation

wGhana Wildlife Division

wEnvironmental Protection Agency

Figurel: Consultation Groups
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The consultation groups werequestionedon the following themesas relevant toeach
individual

T

= =4 4 4 -4 48 2 -

Seaturtle species and numbers observed in the last 12 months amd/hich beach
or fishing are,

Estimatesof declineof sea turtlesn recentyears

Deliberate or opportunistic effort to catch or buy sea turtles

The valueof sea turtles (both to buy or sel),

The consuming dfea turtles or their eggs and why

Goncerrsfor the sea turtlepopulation and why

Solution to the problem

Resourcegequired and

Past and present conservation effart

Photo byPamDoak

Photo 5: This nesting Olive Ridley was discovered at 02:00 hours
on the 23% September 2009 on Beyin Beach during a nightly
beach walk, as part of Beyin Beach Resorts monitoring program

Reporting Area and Timeframes

The reportingareacoveredD K | Y | Q &past bStévderarid inclusive ofhe fishingvillages
of Butreand HalfAssini(Refer Figure2: Reporting Area The reporting are@ncompassg
over120kmof coast that ranges from flab steepsandy beacheandrugged rocky shores.
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Map supplied by Ghana Survey Mapplng Department.

A eands N A
- oy

1/ =

STA.
Atcmant R\ 7 ’1 £00 ;
m /3 sTANA Farkwapsen

o "'ramw Lo Bula"' <!
9 - 18

A Alyem Bensawire.

ASIEY
_nﬁ \© Ervare
S
\ : I
isbids i &3 \ - J 2 | L)

» t

. O
L du X lenda "0 PNpatas i o Tl 2.\ .
5, Tehyinta . - pe / - Ii‘.:!bc Vo2 ) """, Nanjgogd
b, | TMabe Nol Y W Aleh
7 e P, L2 Edue Bansed <

L ; Aﬂolw/c flm'“ e ¢ g g i"""hw N Edum

) P Ty tdad-u,, Dominasd
-, S a‘\(sunm | ‘ﬂm
| FAnibil Fraama {rhwan 4 2

I“&‘h” 10 ‘

JAshien

The roads from Half Assini to Newtown and fram Bonyere to
Atuabo are along the coust and anly availeble st low tids

Atlantic Ocean

Figure2: Reporting Area

Background

A briefsummaryon west coast fishing A f fabpHafiddss necessary to add context the
status of seaturtle populationson the West Coast of Ghanand the recommendations&
opportunitiesidentified in this background report Obviouslya greater level of consultation
is requiredto build a cleaer and more comprehensiveinderstanding of the aspirations of
fishing communities

Economy

There is a broad spectrum of economic aspirations both in type and intensity oweise
Goast of Ghanaanging from subsistent fishing to large scale commercial operatidnis
clear thatthe aspirations for financial wealth from local fishermaffect the balanceto
sustanably harvest fish stocks

In general local fishernen gain little from the commercial use of th&est Coastand there
has beernlittle opportunity for them to be a part of revenue generated from value added
sales. This is reflected @am article published by th&hanaiarDaily GraphitNews Papeon
July 18, 2009 Page lihat stated Whana is increasing its import of fish because of poorly
packagedlocaly caughtfishQ Without appropriate support, local fisherman struggle to
meet modern consumer packaging standards.
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Fishing communitiesas a whole reported fish stockswere depletingwhilst increasing
community populations resulted in fewdish per capita It was commonly reported that
species such ambster andswordfish, were observed to benoticeable smaller both in
individual size andjuantity every year Most agreethe influence ofexpanding fishing
village populationshas added todecreasing fishcatches The flow on effect to other
businessedrom decreasing catchewas evident. One comment that represented many
similar,wasfrom ayoungAxim villagenan ¢ K 2  &Botl rRyIotkier@businessas a baker
andmy father@as a tailo had poor business this year because of poor fish catches

The decreasing catch meansvhere once sea turtle was released or not pursued in
preference to mordlavoursomeor commercial speciesis now utilised as essential food or
cash flow for fishig communities.

The challengefor sea turtle conservations providingcash flow from more sustainable
practices. Tourism, without doubt, has potential to meet this challengefor most
communities. Tourisns wellutilised in Ghana for land basecbnservation and livelihood
outcomes but is still in its infancy for conservation of marine fauna and. fldeawith land
based tourismensuringlocal ownership and administration of the tourism activitiesag
easy

In addition there is a clear nabto support subsistence living. Coastal communities
require sea resources to have a subsistent living, should be able to dm 0 non
competitive setting.Depleting fish stocks threaten this lifestyle.

Social

Social aspirations within fishingommunities are complex and require significant more
study than this report afforded. The strength of traditional social structure such as the
influence of a village chief is varied betweeiflages;however, in generalit remainsthe
most important social construct There are obviously multitudes of other community
dynamics at play which need to be taken into consideration for any conservation effort.
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Panning and establishing sea turtle conservatan livelihoodprograms on the wst coast
in the short term will require buildingelationships with village chiefs but utilisirtge
capacity ofindentifiedindividuals in eaclf the coastal communities.

Photo 6: Turtle meat prowdes a commermal opportunity for some famllles There must be
alternate commercial gains if the practice is to be halted, rather than driven undergraund

Conservation

Local fishing communitieshave significant conservation aspirations It is often
misinterpreted that local fishermanare not concernedwith the destructionof species
including the mismanagement bfy-catch rubbish and other pollutantsHowever for local
fishing communitiesthe physical connection to and interaction twi the natural
environment is very real andost are concerned but unable to identifthe impactsor
solutions For examplefew fishermenknow that the Leatherbaclksea turtles feed upon
jelly fish andhis food chain link influencesrood fish numbershat jelly fish consume which
in turn determinesfish numbersthat feed ther coastal villages on the WeSbbast of Ghana.
Therefore discountinglocal village fishermams active conservationist in a management
scenario iswrong. Most fishermen if further consuled and offered culturally relevant
information, will contribute to ongoing conservation.

It was apparenthat most conservation entitie§NGOs, government and private business)
both formal and informakre too focussed on the implementation attivitiesunder their
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own particular agenda and do not yet understand thgpirations of fishing villages and
therefore thestrategicplanningfor long termoutcomes.

A significant challenge is to match internatiorehd local donor gaolswith local fishing
@At f éndrGniENER) economic and culturalspirations

Threats
The threatsto sea turtlepopulations alonghe West Goast of Ghanare many and all must
be addessed for real sea turtle conservation outcomes

Some activities singularlythreaten sea turtle populations andmay be addressed
immediately For examplethe unsustanable harvesting okea turtleeggs along beaches
Others require longer term plannghandhave broaderimpactssuch asa better regulated
commercial fishing industry to ensure healthy marine systems

The followingthreatsto D K | Y | e§ @oastsea turtle populationsare not all inclusive but
rather those most obvious to theuthor through the consultation process. Further
collective planning is required to draw out additional threats so they too can be addressed.

Unsustainable harvest o f SeaTurtles and their eggs

The harvest of sea turtles and their eggs is at an unsustainable I&Ve.taking of sea
turtles and their egs for human consumptiomvas once only opportunistic and at the
discretion of an

individual fishermaf & Photo byPiet Schermerhorn
taste forthe meatand
eggs Now with
depleting fish stocks
per capitathere is a
greater effort to
deliberately harvest
sea turtles both at sea
and on beaches. Ir
addition, sea turtle
caught
opportunistically are
now rarely released

but instead kept out  ppgto7: This Leatherback was prepared for human consumption on
of necessity the eastern end of Busua Beach in December 2008. The fisherman

knowing it to be illegal had less chance of being discovered by
An additioral factor = Ghanaian Authorityor foreign tourists on this more isolated section

driving sea turtle ©Of beach
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harvest is the emergence of a supply and demandatthat is drivingthe price ofseaturtle
meat upward In the larger fishing villages where demdiod meat is greater a mature
Olive Ridley can be sofdr 30to 60 Ghana Ceéi. In the smaller villages/here demand is
lessthe same turtlesellsfor 5 to 20Ghana Cedi.

It appears there is little market demand for sea turtle eggs. Most harvested eggs are
consumed by theK I NJJ S Zamify.NIDkis allows the likes oBeyin Bede Resort
Conservation Progranto purchasesea turtleeggs at0.03 Ghana Cedeach and this ensures
local fisherman make the effort to brings clutches of fresh sea turtle eggs to the resort
hatchery.

Unsustainable harvest of fish stocks and improper management of by -catch
The harvest of fish stocks is being undertaken at an unsustainablealedehis is a serious
threat to sea turtle populations.

Many of the traditionaEuropearfishing waters have been fished out, therefore commercial
fleets are now overexploiting waters fothe coast of West Africa. Now off the coast of
Ghana, poorly regulated fleets, both local amateign, are significantly impacting dhe
productive watersof the continental shelf which is deprivingubsistentfisherman of their
main source of proteirfNational Geographic 2007)This also has an obvious effexnt the
marinefood chairs.

In addition toD K | y'la®est of desirable fish for internationamarkets, undesirable
species such as the sea turtle astill being caught as bycatch Often, they are
inadvertently kiled or stressedor criticaly injured, and die soon after being releasedrhis
was reportedseveral timesabout commercial fishing boatoperating out ofthe Tema
Fishing Harbour

Loss of habitats
Improper trawling techniques are destroying sea turtle feeding grounds and coastal
development is making nesting beaches unsuitable.

If seaturtles are to be conservedaz y 3 DKL y I Q& five @fferént Hatditht &ypes | €
that Seaturtles use at different stages of their livesust be managedThese are: thaatal

beach; mating areas; intaresting habitat; feeding areaand pelagic water§Environment
Australia, 203). However, the scope of this report primarily addresses the habitat area that
includes natal beach and localised waters and that they should be managed to minimise
human influences.

'¢KS NRAl 2F ONBFGAY3I F YENLSG LI OS F2NJ a8t GdzNIf S ¢
be acknowledged and managed accordingly.
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Sea turtles move into Ghanaidkest Coast waterto mate and prepare for nestingrimarily

between the months of August and April, with a pealadativity duringOctober, November

and December. Even though #&tlur sea turtle species currently observed in watef thie

West Goast of Ghana have differemtietary habits all rely on the locdkedinggrounds to
sustain them during the nesting
period.

The choice of landscapes for
coastal development is also the
choice of landscapefor nesting
sea turtles who prefer calm
waters and sandy beaches
Some developmenf such as
found at Busuahasliterally built
on the forward mostsand dunes
where sea turtles would have
nested and buried their eggs.
Less obvious but just as
threatening has been the
removal of coastal habitat that
has increased the instability of
beaches that are now more
vulnerable to eromn.

Photo 8. Most sea turtles prefer to net near where the
vegetation line meets the first sand dune. Lights, noise anc
physical obstacles that are usually associated with West Coa:
development prevent nesting in this area. Beyin Beach Reso
built behind the first dune and use dull lights thaare turned
off after midnight. This means sea turtles have continued tc

nest directly in front of their resort. Large lights thatilluminate the

beaches for the comfort of
tourists deter sea turtles from nestings does general walking traffic alobgaches in the
late evening when sea turtlesre most likely tacome ashore.

Deteriorating water quality and increased sea debris

Reports of d based pollutants such aoal tarand engine fuel wre frequent during the
consultation period These pollutantgould originatefrom recent test extractionsat oil
deposits only 70 km dfthe west coast of Ghanhut are mae likely spills from local and
commercial fishing vessets the flushing of cargo ship bilge tank®il based pollutants
washed to sea from lanthased industry such as mechanic shops and farm productions
continue to be a threat
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Some Vvillagers reported increased watarrbidity that they believe originated from
upstream  farming practices.
Nutrient loadingin estuaries from
poor farming practices alsc
accounted to large colour plume:
washed into local waters after
heavy rain events. This inclutie
contaminations fom CoteDQ Airgi

Furthermore, here arealways the
potential threats from shiping
incidents and commencement of
activitiesfor oil extraction.

Photo 9: A study of sea debris at Beyin in July 2009
showed both plastic bags and discarded fishing nets to
be the greatest contaminants on local beaches, with
most of the plastics from land based sources. Discarded
documented as being killed by thi fishing net and plasc bags kill sea turtles through

digesting of plastic bags mistakgn| entanglement or ingestions; the Leatherback mistaking

eaten for jelly fish (SWOT 2007) plastic bags to be jellyfish, their favourite food.

In addition there are threats of

entanglement from discarded

fishing nets and lines. This last threat was report by an Axim Village fish mohges av
discardednet from a commercidlishingvesselwas found drifting withsixturtles entangled
within it.

There is the obvious contaminatiol
of plastic bags and othel
household and industrial rubbish
The Leatherback is wel

SeaTurtles Status on the West Coast of Ghana

The West Coast of Ghana could host, either all year roundt deastthe migration of

possible sihof the sevensea turtles of the worldrefer Tablel: Sea turtle specieand

likelihood of beingobserved on west coast of GhgnaHowever, mly four species ofsea

turtles were reportedy observed along thevest coast of Ghanauring consultation for this
report. The mostcommonspeciesobservedin recent yearss the Olive RidleyTheGreen

and Leatherbaclsea turtleis stillreported along theWestCoast of Ghanand are observed
every nesting season however there low numbersplace them atsignificant risk of
becoming extinct from local waters
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Tablel: Sea turtle specieandlikelihood of beingobserved on west coast of Ghana

Common Name Genus Possibility ofbeing Observed
OliveRidley Trtle Lepidochelys olivacea Most common

Green Tirtle Chelonia mydas Common

Leatherback Tirtle Dermochelys coriacea Common

Hawksbill Tirtle Eretmochelys imbricate Rarely

Loggerhead urtle Caretta caretta Not in recent years

Kemps Ridleylurtle Lepidochelys kempii Yet to be recorded

During the consultation for this report the first positive observation in recent years was
recordedof the Hawksbill TurtléRefer Photo 10)The Logger Head whichagonce present
along the coast of Gharend haverecently been recorded in neighbouring waters such as
Sierra kone have not been recorded for some time Ghanaian watetsEdward Aruna of

the Sierra Leone Conservation Societyo hasconductedmonitoring programsacrossiWest
Africa believeshe KempsRidley Turtlenayalsoexist in the waters o¥West Africa but is yet

to be observedecause ofhe difficulty in distinguishing it from other species The ability to
distinguish between all sea turtle species apart from tthatherback was evident durirthe
consultation of this report. A species identification chart, attached as Appendix 3, was
utilised to clarify species.

All Sea turtle speciesin Ghanaian watersremain protected by theGhana Wildlife
Regulations Act of 19Athichdeclareghat they and their eggsnust not be killed

LG A& SaGAYFGSR 2@0SN) nnn AYRAQGARdzIREfer indzNIi £ S &
Appendix 1).The largest numbers of nestimyentsappear tooccurbetween the villages of

Akwida and Axim, encompassirige village of Cape Three Points. The coassparsely
populatedeast of Aximand pocketed with protected bays that have sandy beaches suitable

for nesting. In addition the feeding grounds within this localised area appear most
conducive to sustain populations during mating and between nesting eveHt®svever

there is also significant nesting activitgar Beyin and this may extend to Half Assin

Even though both Bay Beach Resort and Green Turtle Lodge atiéd&Wwave considerable
datasets unfortunately a reliableestimateof the status of Sea Turtledong theWest Goast

is difficult to make For examplemost local fishermen will describe the variation between
Olive Ridleysea turtle and Greenseaturtles as the different shadeof yellow of the
rostrum. It is possible at times to use this as a methoddentify species but it is not
reliable. Anotherchallengeis thereliability in fishermanestimatng actualnumbers caught

or sighted each year.
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To date,broader nationalresearch has tended to focus on mainstream fishing industry
issues and priorities within the commercial domain. Although I&ishing techniques and
species caught have also been the subjects of
research. A ignificant shiftis observedwith

the University of Ghana wherthere is now
specific research conducted on sea turtle
conservation witin a fishing industry context.

Photo byClausEgger

West CoastConservation Programs,

Past and Present

Prior to 2003he Ghana Wildlife Socie{GWS)
and the Ghana Wildlife Division on the West
Coast were involved in a number of
conservation actions includingidentifying
significant sea turtle habitats monitoring,
education enforcement of legislation and
financialincentivesfor villagers(Formia., A. et.
al 2003). Although this workhas obviously
raised awareness to the legdative statusof
sea turtles(all local fishing communitiesvere
aware it is illegal to harvest sea turflethis
appears to havéadlittle impact on actionon

a regional scale Most fishing boats now
slaughter the turtle at sea rather than on land
where they risk being caught by an authority.

A social survey was conductdyy the GWS
prior to 2004 which found the level of
education of individuals influenced actions

Photo 10: This Hawksbill Turtle was caught

by Axim Fisherman and later released by the .
towards marine turtles Qwusu et.al,, 2004).
Ankobra Beach Resort on the™8August @ )

2009. It was the first positive recording of Educationand awareness raisingontinues to

years. Society activities, partidarly within the
Amansuri Conservation Are@&ncompassing
Beyin.

In 2004 IUCN; France investigated the use of sea turtles as a flagship species for
environmental outcomes alongside livelihood development programs in West Africa. This
investigation suppuded fisherman to identify with a living turtleo be worth more in the
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long term than a dead one for both financial returns and sustainable environmental
outcomes(Fretey,2004)

In 2006 SNV(Netherlands Development OrganisatioecouragedWest Coast resorts to
adopt sea turtle conservation practicéisrough facilitation of partnerships and awareness
raising activities It was obvious during the consultation for this report thhts effort had
increased resorts knowledge of sea turtlasd perhaps had encouraged some resorts to
take action. SNV continueso work in partnership with the GWS to encourage sea turtle
conservation.

Todaythe tourist industry
through resorts such as
Green Turtle Lodgeand
Beyin Beach Resortare
the active entity in the
implementation of
conservation  programs.
Other resorts such as
Axim Beach Resort ant
Ankobra Beach Resaate
getting more involved.
They recently signed a
Memorandum of
Agreement to collect sea
turtle data for the
2009/10 nesting season ,
Almostall the resortson  Photo 11: Touriss bring financial resources tdhe West Coast

the west coastsupport fishing villagesn expectation of an interactive experience with

sea turtle conservation ~Seaturtles

projects by various means

rangingfrom plannedNBE 4 S+ NOK | yR LJzoft A0 gl NBSySaa (2 W
Some resorts are offering nightly walks to observe nesting turtles, the payfoetitis goes

into localseaturtle conservationdndsfor a range of activities including employing locals to

conduct guided walks and collect dgriggs, 2007) Community environmental programs

also exist For example the Black Star Surf supported the establishmetiteoAhanta
Environmental Clubral one of their gals is to start a sea turtle preservation program to

protect and increase the number of sea turtles that nest at Busua Bddohever,all these

efforts remainad hocand subsequently current efforts do not appear to beacging long

standing practices andbeliefs at a regional levelnd subsequently there has been little
behavioual changeand no measureable sea turtle population increase

Photo by Nina Sarpong
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On the East Coast of Ghana, especially at Ada,Feahturtles conservationhas been
guided by agreater research focusThroughthe collective efforts of the hiversity of
Ghana, Ghana Wildlife Division and their Partners, there is increased understanding of the
threats that effect the survival aieaturtles locally. Also anotable contributor to ga turtle
conservation in Ghané an American registered NGtiled HATCH which under the
guidance of the University of Ghana assist witbearch and educatioon the East Coast.

Other EastCoasthotelsare also involveduch as the Teshie Hoteho helped establish the
Sun & Moon Turtle FoundatiofPaine, 2009) Unfortunately these programsas with the
West (oast, appear to operate with littleregional coordination and strategic long ter
planning.

Green Turtle Lodge Sea Turtle Conservation Program
Owned and operated by Toand JaMliles, Green Turtle Lodge is situateext to the village
of Akwida aboutl Yy K 8rideWwBsiof Takoradi.

Green Turtle Lodge igsguably the irst private businessn the West Coast of Ghana to work
collaboratively wth local community toimplement community identified actions towards

sea turtle conservation on thé/est Coast. The community development approach adopted

by Green Turtle Lodge has enabled them to embed conservation principles in line with
community needsand priorities. GreenTurtle Lodgeuse tourist collected fees temploy

Task Force Members These Task Force Members are responsibledoducing guided
walks and colle@tg nesting data. Green Turtle Lodge aldacilitate atwo hour education
event every week with 6docal students This is s@opular that studentshave tospend

time on a waiting list to participate.

They have establishethe programin conjunctionwith the local village Chief including
creatinga community managed environmental fund and ensgrthe enforcement of a
local declamtion that no turtle be harvested. The flow on effects othese initiatives
including the training programs forthe Task Force Membersould be seen in the
neighbouringvillagesduring the consultation of this repart

Thar monitoring programcovers asix kilometrestretch of sandybeachdirectly east of
Akwida

% Hlami Association for Turtle Conservation and Hope (HATCH)
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Map supplied bysoogleg Imagery 2009
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Figure3: Green Turtle Lodg&ea Turtle Conservation Program Area

For the 2008/09 nesting season 90 nesting events occurred osixhidlometresmonitoring
site with Olive Ridley being identified as the most commpacies. Onlgix GreenTurtle
and four LeatherbackTurtleswere recorded for the seasorrompared to 80 Olive Ridley
Turtles

Table2: Results ofcreen Turtle Lodg&peciesSea TurtleMonitoring Program

Sea Turtle Number of Nestinggvents
Sep08 toMarch 09

Green Turtle 6

Leatherback Turtle 4

Olive Ridley Turtle 80

Total 90

The frequency of nesting events whigihestduring the months of October and November,
which isconsistentwith local observations along th&/est Coast
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